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THE PANTOMIMES. 
——>——- 

On Friday night, the 26th instant, the 
Genius of Pantomime appears at every 
theatre, and waving her magic wand gives 
birth to her mottled and mirth exciting chil- 





dren. Harlequin first appears in glittering 
and spangled skin, full of grace, vivacity, 
and possessed of ubiquitous powers. Colum- 
bine, the essence of beauty and feminine 
mischief then emerges into life, clothed in 
robes of gaudy colours or virgin white. The 
Clown and Pantaloon then start up with 
quaint and merry sayings. And now the 
game begins. The wand of the benevolent 
fairy effects wonders, and fun reigns para- 
mount. We have had some dealings with 
the magicians who have conjured up so 
much promised mirth, and are enabled to 
lay before our greedy readers the varied 
excellencies that are placed before the pub- 
lic by the providers of theatrical amuse- 
ments, in the shape of a Pantomime, the 
standing Christmas dish. 

Scene-painters have not deserted their co- 
lours. Machinists have been hard at work, 
so that there should not be “a screw lose.” 
Costumiers and dressers have been studying 
the fairy arcana, to create fresh bustle.-- 
Harlequins have leaped into the graces of 





the sina manager, ‘Couns have ex- 
hibited their pas de fascination to great ad- 
vantage Pantaloons have been tried and 
found fitting, Clowns have been imported 
from the country, and laughter has been sent 
from Greenwich to animate the groupings of 
the Magic Quatuor, put into motion by Old 
Pantomime, that lazy fellow, who lies sur- 
veying Spring, Summer, and Autumn, and 
who wakes to life short—but merry life dur- 
ing the Christmas holidays. 
DRURY LANE, 
“ Harlequin Gulliver.” 

Gulliver .6eeeeeeeeee Mr. W. Payne 

Mrs. Gulliver ....+++- Mr. Hanse 

Harlequin ......+0.. Mr. Wieland 

Columbines, Misses Hicks & Lonsdale 
Clown, T. Mathews .. Pantaloon, Howell, 
Scenery painted by the Messrs. Grieve, who 
have taken unusual pains to create fresh 
beauties. Machinery by Mr. Sloman, It is 
to be hoped that the machinists will prove 
quick men. Music by Mr. Hughes, the 
leader ; and the Pantomime written and in- 
vented by Mr. Morton, and produced under 
the superintendence of Mr. W. West.— 
Here is an abundance of good things, and 
it is to be hoped that the excellent materie? 
the management has at its command will 
not be neglected. Gulliver’s Travels were 
written by Swift, as asatire upon the then 
prevailing fashion of writing, reading, and 
believing books of travel ; and several of 
the chapters are, it must be admitted, ad- 
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mirably adapted to the purposes of panto- 
mime ; and if the subject be well handled 
there can be no doubt but that the opening 
of the pantomime will be superior to any 
that have been witnessed at Drury Lane for 
many past seasons. The first scene repre- 
sents the Guildhall after a city feast, Gog 
and Magog are enlivened by the fumes of 
the empty wine bottles, and discuss the 
merits of the banquet. Tom Thumb steps 
out ofan American pine-apple, and a disser- 
tation takes place as to the intrinsic merits 
of giants and dwarfs ; a subject in which 
both are to be introduced is then concocted, 
and Lilliput, with its tiny population, ap- 
pears. The scenes here are multum in parvo. 
Gulliver then is carried to the Land of 
Giants, and is alarmed at the size of the 
Brobdignagians. Payne’s acting of Gulliver 
is expected to make great sensation. The 
harlequinade will be diversified with the 
extraordinary feats of Professor Risley and 
his children. The tricks and changes will 
be of a novel and peculiar nature, and no 
expense has been spared to render the pan- 
tomime attractive. This, with ‘ Maritana,’ 
will be an excellent holiday treat, and is 
safely reeo.mended. 


COVENT GARDEN. 

M. Jullien gave his annual Bal Masque 
on Monday Jast. We have been in the 
habit of attending these places of amuse- 
ment for the last five and forty years; and 
upon no one occasion do we remember to 
have seen any entertainment that would 
bear comparison with this. The theatre was 
a perfect Paradise, while the various charac- 
ters that made their appearance formed the 
most singular motley groupe it is possible to 
imagine. When M. Jullien made his ap- 
pearance in the orchestra the most deafe- 
ening applause followed ; every part of the 
audience portion of the theatre was cram- 
med to suffocation; indeed, although we at- 
tended in good time for admittance, it was 
with the greatest difficulty we could obtain 
a situation to make our observations, for 
the purpose of giving them publicity, being 
obliged to be very high in our notions, and 
get a place where we could, which was in 
the gallery, after paying our money for a 
seat in the boxes. Although it was well 
known we were aportion of the press, no 
regulation had been made for accommo- 
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dation, which prevents us giving a more 
lengthened account of the novelty of the 
scene than we should have done. We un- 
derstood M. Jullien to say, a repetition of 
the Bal Masque would take place shortly. 


PRIN CESS’ 

A Pantomime is to be here the order of 
the day—or rather of the night; and panto- 
mime has gladly been welcomed by the libe. 
ral and spirited manager, who, for the first 
time, has given the old magician houseroom, 
We hope the manager will not be disap- 
pointed, and that 
“ The Key of the Kingdom; or, Harlequin 

and the Fairy Blue Bell,” 
will open the purses of many stingy parents 
and enable the children to witness the loves 
of the mottled hero and his flowery mistress. 
The Key of the Kingdom has no connexion 
with Chub or Bramah’s patent ; we hope that 
it will not be a Locke on the Understanding.— 
The Fairy Blue Bell is not Miss Martineau, 
as is currently reported. She was offered 
an engagement, but it was feared her mes- 
meric influence would have sent the au- 
dience to sleep. The scenery, painted by 
Beverley, is of the most beautiful and fanci- 
ful description. Hiscolours are bright and 
vivid, and his perspectives admirably ma- 
naged. Tricks by anewhand, Music bya 
well-known professor. And dresses by 
Mesdames Muslin, Spangle, and Bugle. 
ADELPHI. 
“ Harlequin Unpronounceable ; or, the King 
of the Cannibal Islands.” 

An Amorous, Bucolic, Comical, Devouring» 
Elegant, Fanciful, Gormandizing, Hetero- 
genous, Indian, Juggernartish, Kaleidro- 
scopic, Lyric, Mandevouring, Nonsensical, 
Ojibewayish, Pantomimic,Qui ], Raven- 
ous, Satirical, Tricksy, Unsurpassable, Vix- 
enish, Whimsical, Xaulippish, Yelling, aud 
Zealous work, produced under Celeste-ial 
influences with new, brilliant, and gorgeous 
scenery; sparkling, bright, and superb 
dresses; joyous, merry, and noisy music, 
and seasoned with smart sayings, happy hits, 
telling tricks, and all the paraphernalia of 
Christmas fun and holiday mirth. The grim 
visage of the King of the Cahnibal Islands, 
invented by the ‘‘ ugliest mug” in the king- 
dom. All the available talent in the black 
art has been engaged to support this wen- 
derful potentate. Great trouble has arisen 
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in finding him sufficient chum-chums, the 

loss of which will be amply compensated by 

a great "quantity of machinery; washing 

utensils of immense size have been provided 

for his Majesty, including a beautiful Ra- 

mon-ewer. Little sweeps, at half-a-crown a 

head, from the various public houses in the 

metropolis, will be introduced, and some few 
at a crown ahead from the Running horses. 

General Tom Thumb was originally intend- 

ed to appear but after many ineffectual at- 

tempts the managers could not succeed in 
making him a-t all black. The railways 
will furnish several b/ack stokers and black- 
guards. C.J. Smith plays the King, alias 

Clown. T. Ireland continues to appear as 

Harlequin. Miss ——~®#— will dance as 

Columbine. Mitchenson comes out for the 

first time as Pantaloon, The opening is said 

to be very funny; and C. J. Smith’s bur- 

lesque is promised to be first-rate. The 

tricks in the harlequinade will be a rum lot. 
SADLER’S WELLS. 

“ Harlequin and the Steam King; or, Per- 
vonti’s Wishes and The Fairy Frog.” 
Harlequin, Mr. Fenton. Columbine, Miss 
Wright. Clowns, Messrs. Grammani and 
C. Stilt. Pantaloon, Mr. F. Hartland. The 
high pressure principle has been carried 
out, and it is supposed will be produc- 
tive of much fun and wit. We do not 
know who Pervonti is, but we imagine him 
to be an old file, who lived in the year 1.— 
The fairy frog was caught in the New River, 
and has been fed, and grown fat under the 
auspices of Mr. Phelps and Mrs. Warner.— 
The frog has taken lessons in dancing the 
Polka and Cellarias Walse, and will exhi- 

bit its grace and beauty in 

“ A Pas de Grenouillo.” 

The frog is no relation to the celebrated 
* Froggee, who would a wooing go, 
Whether his mother would let him or no.’ 

But the whole town will, it is hoped, desert 

that abortion, Tom Thumb, to make ac- 

quaintance with the polish, grace, elegance, 
refinement, and handsome appearance of the 

Fairy Frog. The scenery and tricks entire- 

ly new, the Clowns are first-rate, and the 

introduction of Miss Wright, as a Colum- 
bine, is one of the best features in the pan- 
tomime, this young lady being one of the 
best Columbines on the stage. We ought 
not to omit mentioning one trick—a first- 
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Class steam catriage will be seer to contain 
Mrs. Warner and Mr, Phelps, leaving Drury 
Lane with a huge Volume of Shakespeare ; 
they soon alight at, Sadler’s Wells, amidst 
the congratulations of the Islingtonians. 


LYCEUM. 
This theatre opened for the winter season 


on Saturday last, with a new drama by Mr. 
Albert Smith, from Dickens’ new novel 
“The Cricket on the Hearth.” The au- 
thor has done ample justice to a work which 
has not given great scope for the stage; the 
first two acts are common-place situations, 
and no particular opportunity occurs in the 
novel to produce apy striking effect before 
the audience. But the acting of Mrs. 
Keeley, Emery, and Keeley himself, as well 
as Meadows, kept the piece alive till the 
third act began, whieh is most excellently 
managed in every respect. The illustration 
by Messrs. Stanfield, Maclise, Leech, and 
Doyle, are exquisite in their way. A daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Keeley made her first appear- 


| ance; she is in person very like her mother, 


and is nearly as tall; her voice is very har- 
monious, and she has a perfect knowledge 
of what she had to do; she was well re- 
ceived, and the pieee was perfectly success- 
ful. We shall notice it at greater length 


anon, 
ASTLEY’S. 

Here we have “ Mazeppa” riding fu- 
riously, and pursued by ravenous wolves, 
His course, it would appear, is never to 
cease. The genius of the ring produces 
new wonders; one especially—a dog of wone 
derful sagacity and talents, who will eclipse 
all the speaking two- footed favourites. Mr. 
Batty has been heard to sing, 

“ My ‘bark’ is bounding here,” 
ever since the dog arrived, who on his in- 
troduction, did a tale unfold that at once 
placed him on the pinnacle of fame. The 
Pantomime here boasts of a good title. It is 
“ Harlequin Don Quixote de la Mancha; 
or, Sancho Panza and Dulcinea de Toboso,”’ 
with scenes painted by Signor Spanishi- 
liquorichi, dresses by Madame Olivi and 
tricks by the Spanish cabinet. The story 
of “Don Quixote” is too well-known for 
comment. The opening is full of beautiful 
Spanish views, and the music will have the 
assistance of real Spanish guitars and cas- 
tanets. The horses have been fed upon 
barley-sugar, aud they are one and all 
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They dy to the Repeal of the Corn Laws.— 


: The harlequinade will introduce all the pre- 


vailing follies of the day. And the Clown, 
one of the best in London, will have many a 
hit against the stags, bulls, and bears, who 
will crowd Astley’s for many nights to come. 
OLYMPIC. 
“ Harlequin Fortunatus Magic Cap, or, 
The Three Wishes.” 
With a fourth wish by the lady who holds 
sway over the destinies of the theatre, that 
the pantomime may be successful. The 
magic cap! what a host of thoughts crowd 
into our brains at the mention of the word. 
Is it the fair manager’s night-cap that con- 
jures up such pleasant associations. Surely 
her night-cap is one of magic influence, 
and sends us dreaming of the pantomime in 
which Jefferini plays Clown, and a Miss 
Laidlaw, a very pretty aud interesting girl, 
Columbine. The scenery is fortunately, very 
pretty, and if the cap should fit, we will in- 
form our readers ot its admirable making up. 
VICTORIA. 
“ Tippitywitchet ; or, Harlequin Tim Bob- 
bin and the Witches of Lancashire.” 

Mr. Blanchard has received the carte 
blanche from the manager to prepare the 
comicality here. Some capital tricks sur- 
passing former years are expected. Old 
Blanchard and Franklin will be the Panta- 
loons, Miss Le Vite the Columbine, and 
apropos will be full of levity, E. Blanchard 
and Macdonald the clowns, and a Chap I 
know will be the Harlequin, It is founded 
on the following amusing and hitherto un- 
known legend.—* It is said in these parts 
that one Tippitywitchet, a gentleman of 
good repute, he then coming from a tavern, 
where he had taken brandy in his tea, and 
having had a cup too much, did see strange 
sights, which hath indeed been much mat- 
ter for admiration and marvel! Seeking his 
own’house, to which he had a small key, or- 
dinarily carried in his pocket, he did see his 
keyhole dance about in strange ways; 
whereof it eluded him, and but for the aid 
of the patrol he would pot have got entrance 


PUBLISHED BY S&. 





5 Z 
 oBu Ns, 


fk-ee. 


18}, 








THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


thereto. On this night also did appear unto 

him ‘wo moons, which did dance about like- 

wise in most strange fashion, and which did 

prevent his walking home perpendicular 

and straight. Thus was he given out as one 
who was bewitched by the Lancashire 

Witches ; but it is said by those who have 

seen these wonders likewise, that it was all 

produced by eating too plentifully of a dish 
called * Pickled Salmon.’ However this 
may be, there isa merry ballad thereon, the 
which has been known to make even many 
a horse laugh, and which is humourous ex- 
ceedingly.” 
HAYMARKET, 
“ Bee and the Orange Tree; or, the Four 
Wishes,” 

The name of Planche, as the author, is a 
sure passport for a right merrie entertain- 
ment. Wit will be the prevailing element, 
touching on every topic that has engrossed 
the public mind for the last few months; 
there will be raillery on railway, Tom 
Thumb will be fingered, and all the rascali- 
ties and schemes will be versified. Parodies 
will be abundant and good, executed by 
Hudson and Bland, Mise Horton and Julia 
Bennett. What more can the holiday sto- 
mach crave when plentifully supplied with 
these luxuries, 

CITY OF LONDON. 

“ Harlequin King Lud, «f Ludgate, and 
his Two Sons; or, the Genius of the City 
and the Fairy Pleasure.” 

A capital title to what we know to be an 

excellent Pantomime, got up by Honner, 

whose virtue will always meet its own re- 
ward—success. The story is founded upon 
the adventures of a certain Lord Mayor, 
from whom however we can get no certain 
accounts. His two sons, Idleness and In- 
dustry, are pourtrayed in Hogarth’s pic- 
tures. And the genius of the City, alias 

Sir Peter Laurie, and the Fairy Pleasure, 

together, have manufactured a Pantomime | 

of exquisite beauty and novelty of plot.— 

Harlequin, Mr. Bologna. Clown, Mr. C, 

Montgomery. Sprite, Mr. Milner. Panta- 

loon, Mr. Green. Columbine, Mrs. Collier. 
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